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How to Use this Plan
WHAT IS A CORRIDOR ACTION PLAN?
The 6th Street SW Corridor Action Plan is a 
component of the City’s comprehensive plan, 
EnvisionCR and is intended to be a guide 
for future decision making.  The plan is not 
regulatory, meaning that it does not specifically 
require or prohibit any action by the City or 
residents, but instead provides guiding policy 
direction.

EnvisionCR was adopted by the Cedar Rapids City 
Council on January 31, 2015. The plan is intended 
to be a living document with initiatives updated 
annually. The most recent update was approved 
by the City Council on February 9, 2021.

The ConnectCR element of EnvisionCR specifically 
establishes a framework for future community 
planning through the development of Corridor 
Action Plans. These plans are intended to 
coordinate with other City initiatives, such as 
road improvements, utility projects, economic 
development and housing development, or other 
planning activities. This plan was developed 
in conjunction with major road improvements 
planned for portions of the corridor through the 
Paving for Progress program.

HOW WAS THIS PLAN DEVELOPED?
This plan was developed by City Staff, led by the 
Community Development Department, based 
on public input obtained from stakeholders in 
the area and was developed in accordance with 
existing adopted plans including EnvisionCR .

One open house was held in the neighborhood. 
The open house was advertised by mailings, 
along with press releases and social media 
engagement. Further outreach was gathered 
through stakeholders at focus group meetings 
and informal outreach activities.

At the open house, on August 7, 2019, attendees 
were asked to participate in a visioning session 
for the neighborhood. This event was held in 
collaboration with a Paving for Progress Open 
House, which presented proposed plans for 
road improvements between Wilson Avenue and 
33rd Avenue SW. At this open house, attendees 
were invited to share strengths, weaknesses, 
opportunities, and challenges they observe in the 
area.

In November and December 2019, staff hosted 
two focus groups composed of stakeholders 
from the north and south portions of the 
corridor. These sessions focused on concerns 
in more specific areas, such as pedestrian 
accommodations, transit, traffic, safety, and 
aesthetics. These groups included stakeholders 

from major employers and institutions and small 
businesses located on or near the 6th Street SW 
Corridor. More information about stakeholder 
feedback can be found in Appendix A.

Community Development also shared information 
about the plan and collected input through an 
informal event at Jim’s Foods, a local grocery/
convenience store. This outreach approach 
allowed us to reach individuals who we otherwise 
would be unlikely to engage by using a commonly 
visited public space for outreach. At this event, we 
shared information on our planning process, the 
upcoming Paving for Progress project, and asked 
for feedback on major issues facing the area. 

Staff used input gathered from the public to 
develop the goals and actions steps found 
in this document. Community Development 
coordinated meetings with other relevant City 
departments to discuss potential goals and action 
steps.  EnvisionCR served as a framework for this 
process and outlined key community-level goals 
to incorporate into the Corridor Action Plan.

After the development of goals and action steps, 
staff held a public comment period from July 
2021-August 2021 to allow the public to review 
and comment upon the document.  
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HOW IS THE DOCUMENT ORGANIZED?
This Corridor Action Plan focuses on two of 
the six EnvisionCR elements: ConnectCR and 
StrengthenCR. These elements were selected 
because these themes are appropriate for the 
scope of a Corridor Action Plan; however, as in 
EnvisionCR, many of the goals and action steps 
identified will have benefits that may touch on 
more than one element. 

The document starts by presenting the action 
step table, which includes the key initiatives 
developed through the planning process. 
This table will be most frequently referenced 
throughout the implementation of the plan 
during regular progress updates.

The main body of the document begins with an 
introduction, which gives background on the 
study area, the plan is organized into two main 
chapters, each centered around an EnvisionCR 
element. These chapters contain background on 
key topics, followed by goals and action steps. 
These goals and action are reiterated in less detail 
in the Implementation table. 

HOW ARE THE GOALS OF THE PLAN 
ACHIEVED?
The plan is implemented by the completion of the 
Action Steps described in this document.  

Action steps are assigned to one or more 
departments within the City of Cedar Rapids.  
Each Department is responsible for evaluating 
and prioritizing the projects listed in this plan 
as part of their annual budgeting and work 
plan processes. These individual actions will 
still be considered alongside other necessary 
projects elsewhere in the City, and progress 
on their completion will be monitored as part 
of the annual review of EnvisionCR Initiatives.  
Resources and funding for projects identified in 
this and other plans will still be subject to City 
policy and the annual budget process, which is at 

the discretion of the City Council.

Some Action Steps relate to Capital Improvements 
necessary within the neighborhood.  Others 
are additional studies which will help plan for 
future development.  Some Action Steps describe 
specific policies or ordinances that should be 
explored and potentially adopted by the City. 

Some Action Steps in this plan are assigned 
to organizations outside of the City of Cedar 
Rapids, such as the Taylor Area Neighborhood 
Association. In this case, staff will assist the 
Neighborhood Association incorporate these 
action steps into their work plan, through the 
Neighborhood Services Delivery Program.

APPROVAL AND UPDATES TO THIS 
DOCUMENT
As a policy document for the City of Cedar Rapids 
under the City’s Comprehensive Plan, EnvisionCR, 
this plan is adopted by City Council Resolution. 
After adoption, all action steps identified in 
this plan will also be included as initiatives in 
EnvisionCR and will be evaluated annually during 
the EnvisionCR update and review process. 
During this process, staff identify completed 
action steps, provide progress reports on action 

steps, and make any necessary adjustment to 
reflect new information or changing priorities. 

If amendments or updates to this plan beyond 
the annual review of action steps is necessary, the 
process shall be the same as the initial adoption 
of the plan, which is approval of a City Council 
Resolution following review and recommendation 
by the City Planning Commission. 

H O W  T O  U S E  T H I S  P L A N
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H O W  T O  U S E  T H I S  P L A N

A portion of the corridor near 29th Street SW
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CONNECT
Action Step Timeline Lead Department

GOAL 1: IMPROVE TRANSPORTATION AND INFRASTRUCTURE TO MAKE 
6TH STREET A MULTI-MODAL CORRIDOR

1

Implement rightsizing of the road from four 
lanes to three along the entire corridor, 
building on the Paving for Progress project 
from Wilson to 33rd Avenue. Within 1 year Public Works

2
Study one-way pair of 15th and 16th Avenues 
and develop a preferred plan. 2-3 years Public Works

3

As feasible, expand the bike share system to 
include 6th Street SW corridor at strategic 
locations Within 1 year

Community 
Development, VeoRide

4

Ensure that all bus stops have safe and 
accessible pedestrian connections to nearby 
destinations 4-5 years Transit, Public Works

GOAL 2: STUDY AND IMPLEMENT WAYS TO ENHANCE PEDESTRIAN 
EXPERIENCE, PARTICULARLY IN AREAS HIGHLIGHTED IN THE 
PEDESTRIAN MASTER PLAN

1

Conduct/Prioritize Safe Routes to School for 
Cedar River Academy at Taylor and Wilson 
Middle School. 4-5 years

Community 
Development, Public 
Works, Metropolitan 
Planning Organization

2

Improve pedestrian crossing improvements 
around the following intersections: 
• 33rd Avenue SW from 6th Street to I-380
• 5th Avenue SW and 6th Street SW 4-5 years Public Works

3 Fill in sidewalk gaps at strategic locations Within 1 year Public Works

4

Enhance pedestrian experience crossing 
the interstate to provide the 6th Street SW 
corridor with improved pedestrian access to 
Kingston Village and Downtown 2-3 years

Community 
Development, Public 
Works, Parks & 
Recreation, Taylor 
Area Neighborhood 
Association

Action Steps
The action steps in the tables below represent the key “to do” items that came out of this planning 
process. The table includes a high level summary of the item, along with the lead department and 
timeline for implementation. More details on each action step is included in the body of the document, 
along with information on the planning process that led to the development of these items. 
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STRENGTHEN
Action Step Timeline Lead Department

GOAL 1: PROMOTE AESTHETIC IMPROVEMENTS AND ENHANCE ITS 
VISUAL CHARACTER

1

Encourage and support the installations of 
public art, such as murals or utility box wraps, 
particularly along the northern portion of the 
corridor. 2-3 years

Community 
Development, Taylor 
Area Neighborhood 
Association

2
Implement the Right of Way Planning and 
Specification Guide Within 1 year

Public Works/
Development Services

3
Promote NFC loans for rehabilitation of 
housing stock. Within 1 year

Community 
Development/Taylor 
Area Neighborhood 
Association

4

Identify catalyst sites along the corridor 
and communicate possible development 
opportunities of city-owned and underutilized 
sites. 2-3 years Community Development

5
Identify improvements for Reed Park that 
could enhance the park as a community asset. 2-3 years

Parks & Recreation, 
Taylor Area 
Neighborhood 
Association, Cedar River 
Academy at Taylor

6

Identify gaps in pedestrian street lighting 
and determine priority areas for safety 
improvements along the 6th Street SW 
corridor and planning area. 2-3 years

Community 
Development/Public 
Works

7
Plant street trees in priority replanting areas in 
coordination with ReLeaf Cedar Rapids. Within 1 year

ReLeaf Cedar Rapids/
Forestry

GOAL 2: IMPROVE ORGANIZATIONAL CAPACITY

1

Support and promote local neighborhoods 
associations and other organizations through 
coordinated activities Within 1 year

Community 
Development/Taylor 
Area Neighborhood 
Association

2
Improve Reed Park programming to engage 
the neighborhood Within 1 year

Parks & Recreation/Taylor 
Area Neighborhood 
Association

GOAL 3: IMPROVE STORMWATER ABSORPTION ALONG THE CORRIDOR

1

Target outreach for cost-share program for 
stormwater BMPs on private property along 
the corridor 2-3 years

Public Works/Taylor 
Area Neighborhood 
Association

2
Explore options for stormwater detention 
along corridor 4-5 years Public Works
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INTRODUCTION



12

IN THIS SECTION:
6TH ST SW CORRIDOR OVERVIEW 

• Area History

AREA PROFILE
• Demographics
• Land Use Analysis
• Transportation Network
• Housing
• Schools
• Amenities and Public Safety
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6th St SW Corridor Overview

AREA HISTORY
The area covered in this plan extends from the intersection of 1st 
Avenue and 6th Street SW south to Highway 30, as shown in Map 
1. Historically, this corridor was one of the primary north-south 
connections in Cedar Rapids and the main route from Cedar Rapids 
to Iowa City prior to the construction of I-380 in 1985. This plan 
focuses on 6th Street SW itself, but also includes adjacent blocks 
within approximately a quarter mile.

Development of the 6th Street SW Corridor generally occurred from 
north to south. In the northernmost portion of the corridor, many 
homes were built around the turn of the 20th century, especially 
following the annexation of this area into Cedar Rapids in 1870. 
South of 15th Avenue SW, the majority of homes were built in the 
1920s-1940s. 

The portion of the study area north of Wilson Avenue was included 
in the Historical and Architectural Survey of Young’s Hill/Kingston 
Neighborhood, conducted in 2007-2008. This survey was conducted 
prior to the 2008 flood, which impacted many properties within the 
survey area. 

This survey includes historical background on the neighborhood as a 
whole. The northern portion of the corridor was once outside Cedar 
Rapids and made up the historic village of Kingston, founded in 1852 
and annexed into the City of Cedar Rapids in 1870. After annexation, 
this area experienced residential development, particularly in areas 
with access to bridge crossings of the Cedar River. Few of the homes 
developed in the 1880s survive today. Residential development 
continued to grow as industry, such as the Williams and Hunting 
planing mill and Hubbard Ice Company, began to locate west of 
the Cedar River. Development from this period is characterized by 
a mixture of building sizes and styles organized by small blocks, 
all oriented along a grid reflecting the curvature of the Cedar 
River allowing for ease of movement of people and goods and an 
organized and predictable traditional neighborhood scale level of 
development throughout the historic core of the city.

In 1903, the Cedar Rapids and Iowa City Railway & Light Company 
(CRANDIC) began construction near the 6th Street SW corridor. 
In 1926, the Link-Belt Speeder Corporation located in the area, in 
the site that today is the City Services Center. Some residential 
development followed the previous organic patterns, while some 
turned to pre-cut “kit houses,” sold by companies such as Sears 
Roebuck and Montgomery Ward Company. 

Home building initially stalled during the Great Depression, but was 
later supported by the Federal Housing Administrations’ Minimum 
House effort, which provided builders with plans for simple, 

I N T R O D U C T I O N

Map 1: 6th Street SW Corridor, Study Area 
Boundaries
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affordable homes. Many homes built under this program, 
including variations on the original designs, still exist in the 
area today. 

Following the end of World War II, industry and residential 
development grew rapidly in this area as returning veterans 
created a high demand for housing. Many homes in this 
area were built to meet this demand, including a block 
between 15th and 16th Avenues  and 8th and 9th Streets 
SW. This area, referred to as Veterans Prospect Place, was 
found to potentially be eligible for historic district listing due 
to its historic connection to post-war veteran housing. The 
post-World War II housing stock is also characterized by the 
popularity of the one-story ranch home, which is common 
in the central portion of the 6th St SW area.

Residential development in this area began to decline in the 
1960s and 70s, as the neighborhood was largely developed. 
The southern, portion of the corridor continued to develop 
from the 1970s to present, largely with commercial and 
industrial uses, along with some multi-unit housing.  The 
construction of I-380 in 1980 demolished around 25 
neighborhood blocks, reduced east-west movement, 
and fragmented the social cohesion of the surrounding 
neighborhoods.

I N T R O D U C T I O N

Figure x: 6th Street SW Corridor, Year Built

Above: Link-Belt Speeder factory built in 1948Above: Link-Belt Speeder factory built in 1948

Figure I: Buildings by year built.Figure I: Buildings by year built.
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Area Profile
DEMOGRAPHICS
Area demographics help provide some background on the 
population that lives in the areas surrounding the 6th Street 
SW corridor.

Data from public sources has been compiled to present a 
concise overview of the 6th Street SW corridor and situate it 
within the wider context of Cedar Rapids, shown in the charts 
and tables below. Unless cited otherwise, demographic 
and housing data comes from 2018 American Community 
Survey data for four census block groups that encompass the 
majority of housing adjacent to the 6th Street SW Corridor, as 
shown in Map 1. 

I N T R O D U C T I O N

TOTAL POPULATION: 4,715

ECONOMICS AND INCOME
The demographic data shown here demonstrates that, 
overall, the neighborhoods adjacent to the 6th Street SW 
corridor have lower incomes and higher rates of povery and 
unemployment than Cedar Rapids as a whole. This data is 
incorporated into the plan by taking into consideration the 
economic position of many neighborhood residents in the 
recommendation for the area.

Table 1: Median Income and Unemployment
6TH STREET SW 
CORRIDOR

CEDAR   
RAPIDS

Median Income $38,606 $59,152 
Range by      
Block Group

$28,875 to 
$63,304

N/A

Unemployment 7.4% 2.7%
Range by      
Block Group

4.0% to 15.9% N/A

Figure 2: Percentage of 6th St SW Study 
Area residents by race.

Figure 3: Percentage of 6th St SW Study Area and Cedar Rapids residents by age.
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I N T R O D U C T I O N

What is the poverty level?

The U.S. Census Bureau determines 
a poverty census for each household 
based on number of members. These 
thresholds are updated annually based 
on an inflation index, but they do not 
vary geographically. 

Example 
Household

50% Poverty 
Level

Poverty 
Level

125% 
Poverty 
Level

2 Adults & 
2 Children 

$12,732.50 $25,465 $31,831.25

Figure 4: Household income of 6th St SW Study Area and Cedar Rapids residents.

Figure 5: Ratio of income to poverty level of 6th St SW Study Area and Cedar Rapids residents.



17

TRANSPORTATION

Demographic data also includes information about the 
way people travel. The data shows that people who live 
in the areas adjacent to the 6th Street SW Corridor are 
more likely than those in Cedar Rapids as a whole to 
have either no vehicle access or access to one vehicle 
per household. This suggests that there is demand for 
transportation methods other than driving a private 
vehicle in this area, which may include transit, biking, 
carpooling, or walking. 

LAND USE 
The land uses and character on the 6th Street 
SW corridor transition from urban, to traditional 
neighborhood and commercial, to industrial as 
you travel south. The northernmost portion of the 
corridor, as shown in Map 2, on the following page, is 
zoned as Urban Form districts. These districts allow 
for a variety of uses, but focus on regulation of the 
form of the building to create an urban, pedestrian-
friendly character. 

Between 5th Avenue SW and Wilson Avenue SW, the 
majority of the land is in traditional zone districts. 

These districts indicate a character consistent with 
neighborhoods developed in the early 20th century. 
It includes single unit homes, low to medium 
density multi-unit housing, and neighborhood-scale 
commercial uses. The commercial uses in this area 
are concentrated directly on 6th Street. This area also 
includes two notable public institutional uses: the 
City Services Center and Linwood Cemetery.

Between Wilson Avenue SW and 33rd Avenue SW, 
the area is split between residential and industrial/
commercial character. On the eastern side of 6th 

Figure 6: Vehicle ownership percentage of 6th St SW Study Area and Cedar Rapids residents.
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I N T R O D U C T I O N

Street, there is a neighborhood of single-unit homes, 
along with Gateway Gardens, a large apartment 
complex with over 300 units in 24 buildings.

On the western side of 6th Street, there are a number 
of large industrial, commercial, and institutional uses. 
These include Evergreen Packaging Equipment, Altorfer 
Truck Centers, and the Larry A. Nelson and Gerald R. 
Hinzmann Centers, Department of Corrections Facilities 
that serve individuals transitioning out of incarceration.

The area surrounding the intersection of 33rd Avenue 
SW and 6th Street SW has a commercial character that 
largely serves highway traffic from I-380. This area 
includes a number of hotels, along with complementary 
businesses, such as fast food, restaurants, and gas 
stations.  

South of 33rd Avenue, the industrial character of the 
6th Street corridor continues, with major uses including 
Hawkeye Downs racetrack and event venue, Sunline 
Chase auto parts, and large warehousing uses. 

The study area for this corridor action plan ends at the 
intersection of 6th Street SW and Highway 30, after 
which the industrial character continues briefly before 
transitioning agricultural character, with interspersed 
industrial uses. 

Zone Districts
I-GI | General Industrial
I-LI | Light Industrial
P-IN | Public Institutional
P-PO | Parks and Open Space
S-MC | Suburban Mixed Use Community Center
S-MH | Suburban Mobile & Manufactured Homes
S-MR | Suburban Mixed Use Regional Center
S-RL1 | Suburban Residential Low Single Unit
S-RL2 | Suburban Residential Low Two Unit
S-RM1 | Suburban Residential Medium Single Unit
T-IM | Traditional Industrial Mixed Use
T-MC | Traditional Mixed Use Center
T-ML | Traditional Mixed Use Limited
T-R1 | Traditional Residential Single Unit
T-RF | Traditional Residential Flex
T-RH | Traditional Residential High

Map 2: Zoning districts within the study area.
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ZONING

Zoning along the 6th Street SW corridor generally 
reflects current land uses. As shown in Map 2, 
traditional residential zones are prevalent, which 
is appropriate for the older homes near the 
residential portions of the corridor.

Industrial and commercial zoning is also common 
along the corridor. North of Wilson Avenue, 
most commercial and industrial areas are within 
traditional zone districts, such as Traditional Mixed 
Use Center (T-MC) and Traditional Industrial Mixed 
Uses (T-IM). These zones are intended to allow 
commercial and light industrial uses in a manner 
that is compatible with surrounding residential 
neighborhoods.

Zone Districts

U-NG | Urban Neighborhood General
U-NR | Urban Neighborhood Residential
U-NT | Urban Neighborhood Tech Shop
U-VG| Urban Village General
U-VR | Urban Village Residential
U-VT | Urban Village Tech Shop

South of Wilson Avenue, non-residential uses are 
generally in Suburban Mixed Use or Industrial Zones. 
These zones are intended to allow larger commercial 
and industrial uses, often in a lower density context. 

The northernmost portion of the corridor uses Urban 
Form zoning. These are zone districts, created in the 
2019 zoning code update, that prioritize physical 
characteristics of development, rather than use 
categories, with the goal of creating walkable urban 
spaces. Map 3, below, shows the urban form districts 
adjacent to the 6th Street SW corridor. The urban 
form zoning here indicates that as these properties 
redevelop, they should turn into buildings compatible 
and consistent with the urban core, as seen in nearby 
Kingston Village.

Map 2: Zoning districts within the study area.

Map 3: Urban form districts within the study area.
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I N T R O D U C T I O N

TRANSPORTATION NETWORK
The 6th Street SW Corridor serves a variety of 
functions. It acts as a thoroughfare, carrying 
traffic headed for points beyond the study area, 
such as the southwest industrial area, the Eastern 
Iowa Airport, downtown, and in the next two 
years the Northwest Neighborhood through a 
planned extension to connect with Ellis Boulevard 
NW. 

It also acts as a mixed use commercial corridor, 
with a variety of existing and potential business 
sites from the urban neighborhood at the north 
of the study area, pockets of neighborhood 
commercial and services through Wilson 
Boulevard, to a highway commercial service area 
around 33rd Avenue SW. 

Another role it plays is as an industrial 
employment corridor, carrying truck traffic from 
I-380 or elsewhere in town to various industrial 
uses along the majority of the study area. 

Finally, it serves as a crossroads for a number of 
important collector and arterial roads, providing 
links to key neighborhoods and districts in the 
City, including those listed in the table below.

VEHICULAR TRAFFIC

In general, 6th Street, the streets that cross it, and 
the intersections created by those crossings have 
been designed primarily with automobile traffic 
in mind. For the most part, this network functions 
well for vehicles, maintaining adequate levels of 
service. Connectivity to adjacent neighborhoods 
and districts is good, with generally a grid block 
pattern north of Wilson Avenue, and adequate 
street connections to the south. 

There are issues with the vehicular transportation 
network that need to be addressed to improve 
safety and reliability of the network. 

Much of 6th Street is designed as a four-lane 
road with no center turn lanes. Center turn 
lanes are provided at some major intersections. 
Four lane roads are generally discouraged by 
transportation planners because of the relatively 
common occurrence of rear end crashes that can 
occur when vehicles in the left lane slow or stop 
to make a left turn. 

Most issues with the road network south of 
Wilson Avenue are being addressed in planned 
road projects in 2021-2022, with further 
improvements up to 16th Avenue slated for 
construction in the years that follow. The City 
does not currently have a plan to alter the 
roadway of the 6th Street SW corridor north of 
16th Avenue. 

BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN NETWORK

For the 6th Street corridor to be part of a network 
of complete streets, significant improvements 
need to be made to pedestrian and bicycle 
networks along and connecting to the corridor. 
Collectively, bicycle and pedestrian connectivity 
can be referred to as “active transportation.” 
Active transportation networks provide a 
number of benefits to the community, including 
offering options for health and recreation, along 
with reducing vehicular trips by providing an 
alternative form of transportation. Reducing 
vehicular trips increases the life of the road 
network, reduces congestion, and reduces 
greenhouse gas emissions in the community. Not 

Table 2: Common Destinations from 6th Street SW

Major Road Eastbound Destinations Westbound Destinations

1st Avenue Downtown, Lindale Mall, I-380 Westdale area

5th Avenue/Diagonal Drive and 8th 
Avenue

I-380, Downtown, NewBo, Mt. 
Vernon Road

Taylor Neighborhood, Stadium 
complex

15th and 16th Avenues Czech Village and NewBo 16th Avenue and Edgewood Road 
commercial areas

Wilson Avenue Jones Park, Grocery Store, I-380 Westdale Area

33rd Avenue I-380 Westdale Area

US 30 Kirkwood Community College, 
Lincoln Highway to eastern Iowa

Edgewood Road
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I N T R O D U C T I O N

all residents have access to automobiles in their daily lives, 
requiring them to walk, bike, or take transit to navigate the 
community. 

The existing sidewalks network is shown in Map 4. While 
complete in some areas, there are significant gaps. It 
should also be noted that a map showing sidewalks on 
many streets does not tell the full story with regards to 
walkability. What appears to be a small gap on the network 
may serve as a major barrier to pedestrian access. It 
requires much more time and energy for a pedestrian to 
walk an additional block to cross a street than for a driver 
of a car to be diverted one block heading to a destination. 
The map also does not show the quality and accessibility 
of intersections. For example, there are many intersections 
where crosswalks are not provided in all directions, or 
where there is no receiving ramp on the other side of the 
street. 

The City is making major investments to the accessibility 
of the pedestrian network, investing significant dollars in 
replacing old curb ramps to meet ADA standards. Many 
issues with the safety and design of pedestrian crossings 
will also be addressed in planned road projects, but will 
not necessarily add pedestrian accommodations at all 
intersections. 

Map 5 shows existing bicycle accommodations in the 
study area. Not all streets need special accommodations; 
most lower volume residential or side streets are bikeable 
without any special lanes or bicycle markings. Higher 
volume streets with truck traffic, like 6th Street SW, require 
dedicated bicycle accommodations to separate bicycles 
from vehicular traffic. 

Again, it should be noted that the existence of a bike 
accommodation does not mean all accommodations are of 
the same quality for all users. Adults who are comfortable 
with “vehicular cycling” may have no issue riding on a bike 
lane immediately adjacent to heavy truck traffic, whereas 
other uses, such as those with small children, will only ride 
on dedicated paths or trails significantly removed from any 
conflicts with cars. 

Corridors targeted for future improvements to bicycle 
and pedestrian facilities are identified on Map 5 in red. 
Street segments targeted for bicycle and pedestrian 
improvements along the 6th St SW corridor are intended to 
improve neighborhood connectivity that was lost with the 

construction I-380. 

Map 4: Sidewalk facilities in the study area.
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I N T R O D U C T I O N

Bike/Ped Improvement Target Areas

Map 5: Existing and future bicycle infrastructure along 
the 6th St SW Corridor.

Sharrows

Paved Shoulders

Bike Lanes

Protected Bike Lanes

Multi-use Sidepath

Separated Multi-use Trail

Proposed 6th St Road Diet and Protected Bike Lane
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I N T R O D U C T I O N

TRANSIT

The 6th Street SW corridor is served by the Cedar Rapids 
Transit Route 11 bus, as shown in Map 6. This route begins 
running at 5:15am and finishes its final loop at 7:05pm 
each weekday. Buses arrive twice per hour during peak 
hours, from 6:45am-8:15am and from 1:45pm-5:15pm, and 
once per hour outside of these times.

Stops along the line occur at common locations, with 
distances between stops varying along the route, as shown 
in the map below. The most common stop type is a simple 
sign marker, with no shelter or other infrastructure. A few 
bus stops have shelters, benches and trash cans, such as 
the following: The only bus stops with shelters are those at 
16th Ave and 6th St SW, Gateway Gardens, the Linn County 
Department of Human Services (12th St SW and 26th Ave 
SW), and the Hinzman Center (1051 29th Ave SW). 

Figure x: Map of transit route 11

Figure 7: Signed bus stop

Figure 8: Bus stop with shelter
Map 6: Route 11
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ELEMENT I:
CONNECT
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IN THIS ELEMENT:
 GOAL 1: IMPROVE TRANSPORTATION 
AND INFRASTRUCTURE TO MAKE 6TH 
STREET A MULTI-MODAL CORRIDOR

• Action Step 1: Implement rightsizing of the road from 4 lanes to 3 
lanes along the entire corridor, building on the Paving for Progress 
project from Wilson to 33rd Avenue. 

• Action Step 2: Study one-way pair of 15th and 16th Avenues and 
develop a preferred plan. 

• Action Step 3: As feasible expand the bike share system to include 
stations along the 6th Street corridor at strategic locations

• Action Step 4: Ensure that all bus stops have safe and accessible 
pedestrian connections to nearby destinations. 

 GOAL 2: STUDY AND IMPLEMENT 
WAYS TO ENHANCE THE PEDESTRIAN 
EXPERIENCE, PARTICULARLY IN AREAS 
HIGHLIGHTED IN THE PEDESTRIAN 
MASTER PLAN

• Action Step 1: Conduct/prioritize Safe Routes to School evaluations 
for Cedar River Academy at Taylor and Wilson Middle School

• Action Step 2: Implement pedestrian crossing improvements around 
33rd intersection and 6th Street & 5th Avenue

• Action Step 3: Fill in sidewalk gaps at strategic locations
• Action Step 4: Enhance pedestrian experience while crossing the 

interstate to provide the 6th Street corridor with improved pedestrian 
access to Kingston Village and Downtown
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6th Street SW is a transportation corridor that primarily serves as a north-
south connection through the eastern portion of the southwest quadrant 
of Cedar Rapids. Historically, 6th Street was the primary route further 
south, connecting Cedar Rapids to Iowa City, but this function has been 
replaced by I-380. 
Because of its role as a major arterial, connectivity of course plays a 
key role in the functionality of the corridor. The ConnectCR element of 
EnvisionCR, the comprehensive plan, focuses on the following goals: 
• Provide choices for all transportation users. 
• Build a complete network of connected streets. 
• Establish a network of complete streets.
• Improve the function and appearance of our key corridors. 
• Support the development of an effective, regional, multi-modal 

transportation system. 
The following element includes action steps that apply these goals to the 
specific needs of the 6th Street SW corridor. 

Overview

C O N N E C T
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GOAL 1:  
IMPROVE TRANSPORTATION AND 
INFRASTRUCTURE TO MAKE 6TH STREET A 
MULTI-MODAL CORRIDOR
The Action Steps under this goal are intended to 
enhance the street system of the 6th Street SW 
corridor, along with surrounding streets, to create 
a system that is effective for all users, including 

car and truck traffic, pedestrians, transit users, 
and cyclists. 

Action Step 1: 
IMPLEMENT RIGHTSIZING OF THE ROAD 
FROM 4 LANES TO 3 LANES ALONG THE 
ENTIRE CORRIDOR, BUILDING ON THE PAVING 
FOR PROGRESS PROJECT FROM WILSON TO 
33RD AVENUE. 

Beginning in 2020, the Paving for Progress 
program funded a project to convert 6th Street 
SW from Wilson Avenue to 33rd Avenue from a 4 
lane road with two travel lanes in each direction, 
to a 3 lane road with one travel lane in each 
direction, along with a center turning lane and 
bike lanes on each side. The illustrations on the 

next page show what changes are currently being 
made to segments of 6th St SW and are proposed  
for rest of the corridor.

Timeline – Within 1 year

C O N N E C T
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C O N N E C T

EXISTING CONDITIONS

PROPOSED CONDITIONS

Figure 9: Existing and proposed conditions of the 6th St SW corridor (exact measurements can vary based on 
available right-of-way).
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Action Step 2: 
STUDY THE ONE-WAY PAIR OF 15TH AND 
16TH AVENUES AND DEVELOP A PREFERRED 
PLAN.

15th and 16th Avenues SW are some of the 
final remaining one-way street pairs in Cedar 
Rapids. The City has been working to convert 
one-way pairs to two-way roads to improve 
traffic efficiency. Improvements to 15th and 16th 
Avenues within the study area could significantly 

improve accessibility, safety, and wayfinding  
for cyclists, pedestrians, and motorists.                        
Timeline – 2-3 years

To Westdale Area

   To Czech Village

15th Avenue: Westbound Only

16th Avenue: Eastbound Only

C O N N E C T

Figure 10: 15th and 16th Avenues are important connections between neighborhoods.
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Action Step 3: 
AS FEASIBLE, EXPAND THE BIKE SHARE 
SYSTEM TO INCLUDE STATIONS ALONG 
THE 6TH ST SW CORRIDOR AT STRATEGIC 
LOCATIONS. 
Cedar Rapids partners with VeoRide to operate 
our bike and scooter share system. This system 
consists of a fleet of electric-assist bicycles and 
fully electric scooters that users can rent for 
short  trips using a smartphone app. In its first 
two seasons of operation, the system has been 
very popular as an option for transportation and 
recreation. 

As of Summer 2021, the system is active along 
the 6th Street SW Corridor to Wilson Avenue. The 
area south of Wilson Avenue is outside of the 
system boundaries. 

The City should work with VeoRide to assess 
expanding the boundaries of the system to 
include key locations on the 6th Street SW 
corridor south of Wilson Avenue to provide 
residents of the area with greater access to bike 
share as a transportation option. The system 
boundaries of the system are set in order to 
limit VeoRide vehicles to a total area that their 
staff has the capacity to maintain. However, as 
the system evolves, this should continue to be 
evaluated, with the goal of providing high quality 
micromobility service to as much of the City as 
possible. 

Timeline – Within 1 year

Action Step 4: 
ENSURE THAT ALL BUS STOPS HAVE SAFE AND 
ACCESSIBLE PEDESTRIAN CONNECTIONS TO 
NEARBY DESTINATIONS. 
The Paving for Progress project from Wilson 
Avenue SW to 33rd Ave SW includes several 
improvments to bus stops. In addition to these 
improvements, it is important to ensure that all 
bus stops have safe and comfortable pedestrian 
routes that pedestrians can use to get from the 

bus to their final destination. This is especially 
important to comply with the Americans with 
Disabilities Act, but also improves the transit and 
pedestrian experience for all users. 

Timeline – 4-5 years
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GOAL 2:  
STUDY AND IMPLEMENT WAYS TO ENHANCE 
THE PEDESTRIAN EXPERIENCE, PARTICULARLY 
IN AREAS HIGHLIGHTED IN THE PEDESTRIAN 
MASTER PLAN 
This goal includes action steps that prioritize 
the pedestrian experience. This is important on 
many levels. It makes walking more attractive as a 
form of transportation for those who have other 
options, which is beneficial on environmental 
and health levels. It also improves the safety 
and experience for those who currently walk 

for transportation, whether by choice, to access 
transit, or because it is the most affordable and 
accessible option for them. Beyond individual 
choices, creating  walkable neighborhoods helps 
build community cohesion and satisfaction by 
providing more opportunities for residents to feel 
connected with their neighborhood. 

Action Step 1: 
CONDUCT/PRIORITIZE SAFE ROUTES TO 
SCHOOL EVALUATIONS FOR CEDAR RIVER 
ACADEMY AT TAYLOR AND WILSON MIDDLE 
SCHOOLS
Safe Routes to School is a federally funded 
program that aims to promote safety and 
encourage more children to walk and bike to 
school. A Safe Routes to School Evaluation 
identifies traffic and pedestrian infrastructure 
changes that would lead to safety improvements 
along routes where students walk to school. 

These evaluations, and the implementation 
of improvements recommended, would be 
beneficially for the students of the Cedar River 
Academy at Taylor and Wilson Middle School. 

Timeline – 4-5 years

Action Step 2: 
IMPLEMENT PEDESTRIAN CROSSING 
IMPROVEMENTS AT THE INTERSECTIONS ON 
33RD AVENUE SW FROM 6TH STREET TO I-380 
AND AT THE INTERSECTION OF 5TH AVENUE 
SW AND 6TH STREET SW.  
The intersections listed above have both been 
identified as locations with especially problematic 
pedestrian crossings. On 33rd Avenue SW, mid-
block pedestrian crossings are common due 
to the distance between signaled crossing and 
the number of complementary businesses on 
both sides of the road, such as hotels and fast 
food restaurants. These mid-block crossings 
are dangerous due to the curve of the road and 

typically higher speeds of drivers exiting I-380. 

The intersections at 5th and 6th Avenues SW 
and 6th Street SW is another set of challenging 
intersections. These are high trafficked pedestrian 
intersections with both Cedar River Academy 
and the Casey’s convenience store as important 
destinations on either side of 6th Street SW.

Timeline – 4-5 years

C O N N E C T
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C O N N E C T

Action Step 3: 
FILL IN SIDEWALK GAPS AT STRATEGIC 
LOCATIONS. 

The Pedestrian Master Plan, adopted in 2019, 
identifies priority gaps in the sidewalk network. 
Near the 6th Street SW Corridor, these include 
sidewalks on Wilson Avenue, 27th Avenue, and 
29th Avenue. These are particularly important 
due to the populations they serve. Wilson Avenue 
is a key route to Wilson Middle School, where 
many students walk or bike. 27th Avenue is a 
primary road to the Linn County Department of 
Human Services and 29th Avenue lead to the 
Gerald R. Hinzman and Larry A. Nelson Centers, 

correctional services facilities. The populations 
served by both of these institutions are often 
reliant on transit or walking and often do not 
have access to personal vehicles. Filling sidewalks 
in these areas should remain a priority to 
ensure that these more vulnerable populations 
have access to safe and comfortable walking 
conditions. 

Timeline – Within 1 year

Action Step 4: 
ENHANCE THE PEDESTRIAN EXPERIENCE 
CROSSING THE INTERSTATE TO PROVIDE THE 
6TH STREET SW CORRIDOR WITH IMPROVED 
PEDESTRIAN ACCESS TO KINGSTON VILLAGE 
AND DOWNTOWN. 

The neighborhood adjacent to the northern 
portion of the 6th Street SW corridor is within 
about a quarter mile from Kingston Village and 
about half a mile from Downtown, which means 
that there are a variety of amenities and services 
available to residents in these neighborhoods 
within a short walking distance. However, 
because of the perceived barrier of I-380, this 
distance may seem less walkable. There are 
crossings under I-380 at 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 5th, and 8th 
Avenues, which provide access to Kingston Village 
and Downtown, but these crossings are often 
uninviting. 

Improving the pedestrian experience of these 
connections would help enhance the sense 
of connectivity between the neighborhoods 
surrounding 6th Street with centers of activity. 
These improvements may include safety 
enhancements, passive programming, such 
as lighting and public art, as well as potential 
pedestrian-oriented active programming and 
amenities. 

Timeline – 2-3 years
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C O N N E C T

Above: Crossing at the 16th Avenue SW and 6th Street SW intersection is an example of a sidewalk gap that needs to be filled.
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ELEMENT II:
STRENGTHEN
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IN THIS ELEMENT:
 GOAL 1: PROMOTE AESTHETIC 
IMPROVEMENTS AND ENHANCE VISUAL 
CHARACTER

Action Step 1: Encourage and support the installation of public art, such 
as murals and utility box wraps, particularly along the northern portion of 
the corridor. 
Action Step 2: Implement the Right of Way Planning and Specification 
Guide
Action Step 3: Promote NFC loans for rehabilitation of housing stock. 
Action Step 4: Identify catalyst sites along the corridor and communicate 
possible development opportunities. 
Action Step 5: Identify improvements for Reed Park that could enhance 
the park as a community asset. 
Action Step 6: Identify gaps in pedestrian street lighting and determine 
priority areas for safety improvements along the 6th Street SW corridor. 
Action Step 7: Plant street trees along priority corridors in coordination 
with ReLeaf Cedar Rapids.

 GOAL 2: IMPROVE ORGANIZATIONAL 
CAPACITY 

Action Step 1: Support and promote local neighborhood associations and 
other organizations through coordinated activities. 
Action Step 2: Improve Reed Park programming to engage the 
neighborhood. 

 GOAL 3: IMPROVE STORMWATER 
ABSORPTION ALONG THE CORRIDOR. 

Action Step 1: Target outreach of cost-share program for stormwater 
BMPs on private property along the corridor. 
Action Step 2: Explore options for stormwater detention along the 
corridor. 
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StrengthenCR is the element of the  comprehensive plan 
that focuses on improving neighborhoods for the benefit of 
residents. This section focuses on planning, neighborhood 
associations, neighborhood character, and housing 
policies that shape the lives of residents in Cedar Rapids 
neighborhoods. 

As a corridor action plan, this plan focuses largely on the 
transportation elements of the 6th Street SW Corridor. 
However, it is also important to consider how the 
surrounding neighborhood is impacted and influenced 
by this corridor and address underlying neighborhood 
concerns. This section contains goals and action steps that 
aim to strengthen the character of this corridor.  

Overview

S T R E N G T H E N
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GOAL 1:  
PROMOTE AESTHETIC IMPROVEMENTS AND 
ENHANCE ITS VISUAL CHARACTER. 
The visual character of the 6th Street SW Corridor 
is the first impression that people have of the 
area, whether walking, driving, biking, or taking 
the bus through the area. In addition to making 

the area more pleasant, visual improvements can 
also impact the way residents and visitors relate 
to the space. 

 Action Step 1: 
ENCOURAGE AND SUPPORT THE 
INSTALLATION OF PUBLIC ART, SUCH 
AS MURALS OR UTILITY BOX WRAPS, 
PARTICULARLY ALONG THE NORTHERN 
PORTION OF THE CORRIDOR. 
Public art can have a substantial impact on the 
way people related to spaces. The City of Cedar 
Rapids Visual Arts Commission support the 
installation of public art and reviews all public art 
pieces that are publicly funded or installed on 
public property. One of the goals of the upcoming 
Visual Arts Master Plan will be to identify key sites 
where the City should install new pieces of public 
art. During this process, locations along the 6th 
Street corridor should be considered as ways to 
add more character and sense of place to this 
corridor. 

In addition to public art funded by the City, 
local property and business owners should be 
encouraged to consider installing public art on 
their properties. The budget of these projects 
can vary greatly and the addition of public art can 
be beneficial to the business by creating a more 
distinctive sense of place or attracting attention 
from visitors or customers. 

Public art can also be an opportunity to build 
relationships between the City, schools and other 
organizations, and local businesses. 

S T R E N G T H E N

Left: A utility box along the 6th Street Corridor, located adjacent to the Cedar River Academy
Center and Right: Examples of utility boxes enhanced with public art
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TIMELINE - 1-2 years

Action Step 2: 
IMPLEMENT THE RIGHT OF WAY PLANNING 
AND SPECIFICATIONS GUIDE

The Right of Way Planning and Specification Guide 
is a document and decision-making tool designed 
to identify appropriate and cohesive streetscape 
elements for the right of way dependent upon 
the street type. This document specifies what 
elements, such as benches, planters, street 
lighting, etc. are appropriate for an area based on 
the number of lanes on the street, traffic volume, 
pedestrian volume, etc. 

This document was adopted in 2020 and is 
intended to be implemented as roads, sidewalks, 
and private property is developed or improved. 

As road and pedestrian projects take place, these 
standards will apply. These will also apply to any 
private development or redevelopment where the 
Right of Way is impacted and improved. 

Timeline – Within 1 year

Action Step 3: 
PROMOTE NFC LOANS FOR THE 
REHABILITATION OF HOUSING STOCK. 
The Neighborhood Finance Corporation is a 
lending program that partners with the City of 
Cedar Rapids that provides mortgage and home 
improvement loans with a qualifying area. This 
area includes the neighborhood surrounding the 
6th Street SW Corridor through Wilson Avenue 
SW and along the east side of the corridor 
until 29th Avenue SW. These neighborhoods 
consist of mainly older housing stock, with an 
average age around 19XX, many of which could 
benefit from repairs and rehabilitation. NFC 
offers home improvement loans up to $10,000 

with a portion of that loan being forgiveable, 
dependent upon household income. These loans 
are an opportunity for low/moderate income 
households to invest in their property at a more 
affordable rate. 

The City, along with the Taylor Area 
Neighborhood Association, should promote these 
loans along the 6th Street SW corridor as a way to 
assist with improvements to older housing stock. 

Timeline – Within 1 year

S T R E N G T H E N
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Action Step 4: 
HIGHLIGHT OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
DEVELOPMENT ALONG THE 6TH STREET 
CORRIDOR, INCLUDING OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
DISPOSITION AND DEVELOPMENT OF CITY-
OWNED LAND. 

KINGSTON VILLAGE (1ST AVENUE TO 6TH 
STREET DIAGONAL DRIVE)

This portion of the corridor is at the edge of 
the downtown and provides access to 1st 
Avenue, as well as a future link to the Northwest 
Neighborhood. 

Several parcels along 6th Street are either vacant 
or have underutilized parking lots. Some of these 
parcels may be good candidates for development 
or redevelopment to the following uses: 
• New urban mixed-use buildings: these are 

building meeting the existing urban zoning 
requirements that promote the development 
of a walkable neighborhood and include uses 
such as commercial, retail, dining, office, and 
residential. 

• New single unit and Missing Middle housing: 
Where smaller vacant parcels occur, these 
should encourage new infill housing, this 
includes single unit homes as well as “Missing 
Middle” housing, which is the development of 
small scale multi-unit housing generally up to 
8 units in size. 

In addition, investment in existing housing stock 
is important. Existing homes, single or multi-unit, 
are generally affordable and provide convenient 
access to downtown, various services, I-380, 
and transit. Expanding bicycle and network 
connections keep these homes conveniently close 
to other core area neighborhoods. 

DIAGONAL DRIVE TO 15TH AND 16TH AVENUES

• New mixed use or residential
• Retrofit of existing structures
15TH AND 16TH AVENUES TO WILSON AVENUE
• Retrofit of existing structures
• New mixed use or residential

WILSON AVENUE TO RAILROAD TRACKS

• Industrial and highway commercial
• Residential uses should be carefully placed

RAILROAD TRACKS TO HIGHWAY 30

• Higher intensity industrial

Timeline - 2-3 years

Action Step 5: 
IDENTIFY IMPROVEMENTS FOR REED PARK 
THAT COULD ENHANCE THE PARK AS A 
COMMUNITY ASSET. 

Reed Park, located adjacent to Cedar River 
Academy at Taylor, is the only public green space 
located on the 6th Street SW corridor and is the 
only parkland located within walking distance of 

many of the residents of the northern portion of 
the corridor. 

However, the park overall lacks amenities and 
appears to be underutilized by the community 

S T R E N G T H E N
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Reed Park

Cedar River 
Academy at 
Taylor

Figure 8: Aerial photograph showing the boundaries of Reed Park and the property of Cedar River Academy at 
Taylor. 

Above: Photo of Reed Park and the schoolyard for Cedar River Academy at Taylor

S T R E N G T H E N

as a whole. Because of the design of the space, 
it is difficult to distinguish the boundaries of the 
park and the schoolyard and functionally the park 
appears to be an extension of the school’s field 
area. 

In order to improve this space, while maintaining 

its role in the school’s activities, the City of Cedar 
Rapids should facilitate a visioning process to 
determine what improvements to Reed Park 
could help enhance its role as a community 
green space. This effort should involve 
various stakeholders, including the school and 



42

residents from the neighborhood with a variety 
of backgrounds and perspectives. Although this 
is a relatively small green space, this effort could 
help develop a plan to make Reed Park a more 
effective amenity for the neighborhood. 

At the time of this plan’s adoption, a Story Path 
is being planned by Cedar River Academy in 
collaboration with the Cedar Rapids Parks and 
Recreation Department and the Taylor Area 
Neighborhood Association. A Story Path consists 
of a series of pedestals that hold the pages of a 
children’s book that are spread along a walking 
path, so that children and parents can combine 

their walk with reading a story. Often, the book is 
changed on a regular basis so that the path can 
be enjoyed many times. 

While the story path will help enhance the park, 
the Parks and Recreation department should 
continue to collaborate with Cedar River Academy 
and the Taylor Area Neighborhood Association to 
make further improvements to Reed Park. 

TIMELINE - 2-3 years

Action Step 6: 
IDENTIFY GAPS IN PEDESTRIAN STREET 
LIGHTING AND DETERMINE PRIORITY AREAS 
FOR SAFETY IMPROVEMENTS ALONG THE 6TH 
STREET SW CORRIDOR. 
Gaps in street lighting can lead to the creation 
of unsafe conditions for pedestrians. When 
reviewing proposed safety and pedestrian 
improvements along the 6th St SW corridor, it 
will be important to identify those locations that 
may not be subject to sufficient street lighting 
coverage, especially those areas also identified 
as important components of the local pedestrian 

network. Such priority areas would include bus 
stops, the I-80 underpass, pedestrian crossings, 
residential and commercial areas, as well areas 
identified as part of safe routes to school.

TIMELINE - 2-3 years

Action Step 7: 
PLANT STREET TREES IN PRIORITY 
REPLANTING AREAS IN COORDINATION WITH 
RELEAF CEDAR RAPIDS.
After the loss of around 65% of the tree canopy 
of the city in the August 10, 2020 derecho the 
Cedar Rapids community has organized around 
the ReLeaf Cedar Rapids campaign in partnership 
with Trees Forever to develop and implement a 
city-wide reforestation effort.

In addition to derecho impacts, planting street 
trees are the single most important intervention 
when working to improve walkability, reduce the 
urban heat island effect, and improve stormwater 
treatment. This effort aligns with City Council 
Resolution No. 0307-02-20.

Map 7 identifies certain street segments 
around  and parts of the 6th St SW corridor as 
priority replanting areas. The areas identified 
are located along key transit routes with bicycle 
and pedestrian infrastructure that connect 
neighborhoods with high social vulnerability 
indicators with daily needs and services. Within 
the priority replanting areas, bus stops and 
exposed crosswalks should be addressed first.

TIMELINE - Within 1 year

S T R E N G T H E N
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S T R E N G T H E N

Priority Replanting Area

Map 7: Priority Replanting Areas along the 6th St SW 
corridor. N
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GOAL 2:
IMPROVE ORGANIZATIONAL CAPACITY. 
Neighborhood Associations are organizations that 
exist to improve and enhance the communities 
that they represent. They can serve various 
roles, from organizing neighborhood clean-ups 
or beautification projects, working together 
on crime prevention efforts, to organizing 
community events. These organizations can help 
create connections between neighbors and help 
residents connect with the City to address issues 

in the neighborhood. 

A portion of the neighborhood near the 6th Street 
SW Corridor is represented by the Taylor Area 
Neighborhood Association (TANA). This goal aims 
to enhance the activities of this organization, 
as well as encourage other efforts to create 
cohesion between residents outside of the TANA 
boundaries. 

Action Step 1: 
SUPPORT AND PROMOTE LOCAL 
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATIONS AND OTHER 
ORGANIZATIONS THROUGH COORDINATED 
EVENTS
The City supports neighborhood associations 
through the Neighborhood Services Delivery 
Initiative, which connects city staff members 
from various departments to neighborhood 
associations to provide information and assist 
with projects. Staff also provides guidance in 
creating annual work plans and utilizing funding 
available to neighborhood associations. 

The City should continue this support to the 

Taylor Area Neighborhood Association and 
promote the formation of new neighborhood 
associations to represent those who are not 
within the area covered by TANA. 

Staff can also assist TANA in adjusting or 
expanding their activities to better fit the needs 
and interests of the neighborhood. 

Timeline – Within 1 year

Action Step 2: 
IMPROVE REED PARK PROGRAMMING TO 
ENGAGE THE NEIGHBORHOOD. 
This action step builds upon a previous 
action step that calls for identifying physical 
improvements to Reed Park to enhance its role 
as a community asset. In addition to physical 
changes, programming of this park can also serve 
to improve the park’s role in the community. This 
programming could occur prior to any physical 
improvements. 

The City should work with TANA, the Cedar 

River Academy at Taylor, and other residents of 
the area to identify appropriate programming 
opportunities that could help foster a sense of 
social cohesion and establish Reed Park as an 
outdoor gathering space for the neighborhood. 

Timeline – Within 1 year
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GOAL 3:
IMPROVE STORMWATER ABSORPTION ALONG 
THE CORRIDOR. 
Due to the auto oriented pattern of development 
along the 6th Street Corridor, impervious 
coverage is higher per capita than in other parts 
of the city. This issue is exacerbated as extreme 
rain events occur more frequently and with 
greater intensity, which makes the need for 
stormwater management more important. 

The Cedar Rapids Stormwater Management Plan 
identifies needs and priorities for stormwater 
improvements throughout the City. 

Action Step 1:
TARGET OUTREACH FOR COST-SHARE 
PROGRAM FOR STORMWATER BMPS ON 
PRIVATE PROPERTY ALONG THE CORRIDOR. 
The City has a program that provides property 
owners with financial and technical assistance 
in implementing stormwater BMPs (Best 
Management Practices) through a cost share 
program that covers up to 50% of the project 
cost. Stormwater BMPs include rain gardens, 
bioswales, rain barrels, pervious pavement, and 
other methods that reduce stormwater runoff 
from impervious surfaces in urban areas. Cost 
share funds can be used to cover material costs, 
as well as labor costs for contractors completing 
the projects.

This program is available to residential 
homeowners, as well as commercial or industrial 
property owners. Residential applicants can 
receive up to $2,000 towards a stormwater BMP 
project, while non-residential applicants can 
receive 50% of project costs, with no maximum 
amount. 

The City should partner with the Taylor Area 
Neighborhood Association to help promote 
these programs to residents and businesses on 
and near the 6th Street SW corridor. 

Action Step 2: 
EXPLORE OPTIONS FOR STORMWATER 
DETENTION ALONG THE CORRIDOR. 
The Cedar Rapids Stormwater Management Plan 
identifies needs and priorities for stormwater 
improvements throughout the 6th St Corridor. 
Areas in need of additional stormwater 
detention capacity and specific locations of 
potential detention facilities are highlighted 

in the Stormwater Management Plan. The City 
will continue to pursue opportunities and will 
further develop its strategy for creating additional 
stormwater detention capacity throughout the 
corridor into the future.

Timeline – 2-3 years

Timeline – 4-5 years
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APPENDIX



Count Mode Comment

1 Public Works Survey Response

Worried about shifting from 4‐lanes to 2‐lanes. Would like to see traffic counts, when they were 
taken, and have them explained so they better understand. They believe traffic during the business 
day, through the week, is quite high, and changing the road from 4 to 2‐lanes will exacerbate the 
traffic issues on 6th St. SW. Their opinion is turning lanes for left hand turns across a single lane of 
traffic will make for long turning lines and block traffic from making turns into and out of businesses 
along 6th St. SW. The proposed relocation of driveways on 6th St. SW pose many problems for Star 
Equipment and adjacent businesses. Removing the existing direct driveways to each business and 
replacing with one driveway effectively turns Star Equipment’s display lot into a frontage road 
creating several safety hazards for our employees and our customers as well. It disrupts the 
functionality of our building layout as well as our neighbors and reduces the size of our display area, 
and will be harmful to our business. Our business as well as our neighbors have many trucks 
delivering or picking up goods and services at ours and adjacent properties. Reducing the number 
driveways and the number of traffic lanes will create lines of delivery vehicles across the entrance 
to our business, and those adjacent to us. Safety hazards will be created for our employees and 
customers as well. We are concerned that safety services, Fire, Ambulance, and Police being able to 
efficiently travel the area and service people when needed. From an apparent safety standpoint 
alone, we feel that the proposed changes will only make people take more chances making their 
left hand turns, and that alone is reason to rethink the proposed changes, this plus the negative 
effects to Star Equipment and other businesses along 6th St. SW. 

2 Public Works Survey Response

There is a lot of traffic on our street that speeds and uses it as a cut‐thru to 6th St. I would like to 
see a way to slow the traffic to legal speed limit or to reduce the amount of traffic that uses the 
street that are not residential

3 Public Works Survey Response

Works 2nd shift. Worried about difficulty in turning left onto 6th St from 28th. Feels that with road 
diet it will make that turn more difficult and they’ll have to wait longer. Overall, very frustrated 
with the city; doesn’t feel that their opinion factored into anything. Says 2‐way conversions are too 
confusing

4 Public Works Survey Response Why don't you go as far as 16th Ave‐ not that far and needs it as much as the rest of 6th St. 

Public Comments Synthesized 



5 Public Works Survey Response
I believe all that is necessary for 6th st is the street repaving (not sidewalks). Our cars are falling 
apart from the Cedar Rapids Streets

6 Public Works Survey Response

Why  can't you use Asphalt instead of concrete or do you people own the concrete business or are 
partners in it? Seems like when you did the street by St. Judes it only took one day and it was open 
for Sweet Corn Days last year. Using asphalt instead of concrete

7 Public Works Survey Response
Are you working in two shifts, or how long will this project take. This will affect my business. Needs 
access to driveways. Car‐oriented business

8 Public Works Survey Response How long will construction take? Need access through driveways

9 Public Works Survey Response
Need to make sure delivery trucks can access our building, we have a healthy lunch business ‐ need 
to be able to get people in and out in a limited time (there lunch break)

10 Public Works Survey Response Need access to 6th St. for business
11 Focus Group 2 Lighting, residents running over curbs. Hard to see on the street 

12 Focus Group 2
Drug issues / crime / mobile homes around the hotels. Parking in the parking lots by the bowling 
alley. Nuisance issues 

13 Focus Group 2 Traffic flow has been good 
14 Focus Group 2 Safety. No Hinzman center clients can drive. Need sidewalks

15 Focus Group 2 Adding bus stops by Anchor Center, safety issue. Residents have been hit. Crossing infrastructure
16 Focus Group 2 Worley generates lots of truck traffic
17 Focus Group 2 Question around safety regarding bike lanes 
18 Focus Group 2 Possibility of adding e‐bikes to various facilities 

19 Focus Group 2
Beautification project potential: murals, add to the identity of the area, try to make the area look 
unique 

20 Focus Group 2
Would like to see a local grocer in the area. Residents in the area have limited access to grocery 
stores (transportation, many have disabilities). Many go to the Hy‐Vee Drugstore

21 Focus Group 2 Median issues. They have trouble turning left into subway
22 Focus Group 2 Food pantry needed in the area. Many residents struggle affording necessities 
23 Focus Group 2 Wash out from gravel shoulder onto 32nd creates an ice patch on 32nd 
24 Focus Group 2 Semis turning onto 29th creates a safety hazard for people waiting 
25 Focus Group 2 Stormwater issues on 29th with lots of street flooding during storm events
26 Focus Group 2 Wilson area needs sidewalks. Folks that use Linn County facility could use another bus stop
27 Focus Group 2 Wilson area needs sidewalks

28 Focus Group 2
During construction, Altorfer worried about connectivity for trucks. Their trucks are super long and 
may not be considered during the construction process



29 Focus Group 2 Don't turn left at 29th and 6th. Employee (from corrections) had a crash there.
30 Focus Group 2 Lots of speeding down 6th St. 

31 Focus Group 2
Lots of different uses along the corridor, difficult to develop a theme for the area. Vacant lots 
behind Gateway Gardens and bowling alley, creating an issue

32 Focus Group 2 No more strip clubs
33 Focus Group 2 Need better wayfinding along roads / clear pedestrian facilities
34 Focus Group 2 Industrial areas have low‐vacancy
35 Focus Group 2 6th St. and 33rd had banner poles, but never utilized. Lack of organization in the area

36 Focus Group 1
Diverse, family‐owned businesses. Smaller, locally owned businesses/existing structures offer 
affordable rent

37 Focus Group 1 Less than a mile from Downtown/Czech Village

38 Focus Group
Offers a connection to the westside to Edgewood/Westdale. Also, the main highway into town 
from the south

39 Focus Group 1 Good "bones" with proximity to downtown

40 Focus Group 1 Suggest moving bike lanes to sidepath south of Wilson in front of Altorfer and other businesses

41 Focus Group 1
See people walking by Hinzman Center, near City Services Center and King's Materials, Jim's Foods, 
Hy Vee Drug Store

42 Focus Group 1 Need to look at road improvement project as a single thing
43 Focus Group 1 Car crashes at 15th and 6th St. 
44 Focus Group 1 ROW encroachment issues
45 Focus Group 1 Turn lanes w/15th and 16th avenue improvements? 
46 Focus Group 1 Concerns about impact of road improvements on existing businesses
47 Focus Group 1 Need more protected bus stops
48 Focus Group 1 6th St. and neighborhood feels like an island
49 Focus Group 1 Reed Park is a huge asset, needs to be more oriented towards the street
50 Focus Group 1 Benches, seating, trees, and more pedestrian friendly amenities needed in the area

51 Individual Meeting

Primary issue wants kids to be able to bike and walk to school safely. No primary busing, only for 
special needs students. Students primarily walk or are dropped off. A walking school bus is 
organized, but not too many students use it (12 students). School drop off can get complicated. 

52 Individual Meeting thinks there could be use for a crosswalk at 7th Avenue for students
53 Individual Meeting Integrating sustainability theme into right of way (bio swales and pollinator gardens)



54 Individual Meeting
Abandoned houses from flood, still a problem in the area. Ideal enrollment is 400, still room to 
grow with current numbers

55 Individual Meeting
Playground has been a hotspot for activity for students and non‐students, can become a safety 
concern. 

56 Individual Meeting
Reed Park needs better lighting, park maintenance, furniture, fence change. Not a lot of activity on 
grass part in her opinion 

57 Individual Meeting Thinks a lot of people may be walking up the Hy‐Vee on 16th 
58 Individual Meeting  Organized field trip that included a city bus ride, and most of the students really enjoyed that
59 Day on the Corridor Worries about safety at some of the crossings

60 Day on the Corridor
Corridor has a lot of what he needs. Walks over to Jim's if he needs anything quickly or goes to the 
Hy‐Vee Drug Store. Walks or drives along the corridor

61 Day on the Corridor Many people walk to the business
62 Day on the Corridor Seen someone get hit at the 8th Ave. crossing. Worries about gets along the street
63 Day on the Corridor City code enforcement too strict. Need for support of west side businesses
64 Day on the Corridor Mostly safe, some recent crime
65 Neighborhood Meeting Crossings and lighting along street issues for both safety and aesthetic reasons
66 Neighborhood Meeting Quality of the road (potholes, bumpiness) was a primary concern

67 Neighborhood Meeting Worried about shifting from 4‐lane to 3‐lane in terms of traffic and increased wear on single lanes
68 Neighborhood Meeting Expressed interest in having more bus shelters and better connection to bus stops
69 Open House More commercial/retail. Wished his barber shop was closer
70 Open House Widen sidewalks along 6th St. by school and Jim's Foods. Get splashed by cars passing
71 Open House Lack of shoveling sidewalks becomes an issue
72 Open House Long wait for trains at times
73 Open House More peak hour service and longer hours (evenings and Sundays) for #11 bus

74 Open House
One way on 15th/16th can be hard to navigate and get around. Resident lives on 15th by 6th St. 
Corridor

75 Open House
Sidewalks around 5th St and train tracks are in poor shape and intersection with yield signs feels 
unsafe.

76 Open House Gang violence brought up as an issue
77 Open House Condition of roads needs to be improved
78 Open House Character of the street could be improved 


